
  

 

Renee Fiema, Ed D, Principal 
 
8742 Dill Drive 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312 
 
http://messmore.uticak12.org 
 
Office: 586-797-5600 
Attendance Line: 586-797-5699 

 Messenger  

October 2018 
The mission of Messmore Elementary School is to provide a Montessori environment that fosters self-motivated, responsible, life-long learners. 
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Dates to Remember  
Oct 1  5th/6th Grade Camp Tamarack 
Oct 3   Picture Day 
Oct 9  Bagel Sale ($1 each) 
Oct 12  T-shirt Orders Due 
Oct 17  MMA Meeting 
Oct 26  Bagel Sale ($1 each) 
Oct 26  Trunk N Treat (6-9pm) 
Oct 31  Half Day (Dismissal at 11:29am) 

Dear Parents, 

    

Happy fall!  This time of the year is one of my favorites.  The crispness in the air and mild temperatures is 
the recipe for a happy disposition.  

October is safety month.  We conduct a series of safety drills to familiarize our students with procedures to 
handle a crisis, should it be necessary.  We practice the procedures many times throughout the year so the stu-
dents do not panic if a crisis arises.  The three main drills we practice are fire evacuation, inclement weather (i.e. 
tornado), and a lock-down (security) drill.  As your student tells you of a practice drill, ask them what they do.  
This will help reinforce the procedures they practiced in school.  Our goal is for the procedures to become so rou-
tine that the students could run it without an adult present.  Since October is Fire Safety month, we encourage 
each family to practice their emergency plans for home in the event of a crisis.  The more we practice, the more 
instantaneous our response is to a crisis situation. 

As discussions surrounding Halloween costumes begin, we encourage students to choose positive cos-
tumes.  Literary characters, career costumes, and humorous costumes are a few ideas.  We strongly discourage 
scary costumes.  We are working hard at eliminating violence and violent influences.  We do not allow violent 

costumes or masks to be worn for the Halloween parade at school.  We thank you for your support. 

First card-marking parent/teacher conferences are scheduled for the evening of Tuesday, November 13th, 
and the afternoon and evening of Thursday, November 15th.  Reminders of the appointment time you chose at 
Open House will be sent home at the end of this month.  If you did not sign-up for a conference, you may contact 
your child’s teacher to choose an available appointment. 

On November 6, 2018, residents living in Utica Community Schools will vote on a school bond proposal.  If 
voters approve it, there will be no change in the tax rate residents are now paying.  The bond proposal is de-
signed to enhance student safety and school security as well as make infrastructure and technology improve-
ments.  The bond proposal on the November 6th ballot will affect every UCS student and every UCS school.  If 
you have questions or need more information please call me at 586-797-5600 or go to www.uticak12.org and 
click on School Bond Proposal Information, or call 586-797-BOND. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Renee Fiema, Ed.D. 

Principal 

November 6, 2018 

*There will be no school on this day* 

http://messmore.uticak12.org/
http://www.uticak12.org
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Messmore School Hours 

Recess 

Grades K - 6      AM Preschool 

Arrival 8:15 AM     8:25 AM—11:25 AM 

Full Day 8:25 AM – 3:15 PM    

Half Day 8:25 AM—11:29 AM   PM Preschool 

Lunch       12:07 PM—3:07 PM 

11:30 AM—12:10 PM     

Early Arrivals/Late Arrivals/Early Dismissals 
Student supervision is a shared responsibility 
between parents and school personnel.  
Children are to arrive at school no earlier 
than 8:15 AM.  If your child must 
come to school early, please take 
advantage of the School Age 
Child Care (SACC) available at 
our building.  When arriving late 
to school, children must check in 
at the main office.   

We understand some appointments need to be 
made during the school day.  Please allow extra 
time to your schedule to pick up your children.  

We will call your children out of class 
when you arrive at 
school.  It is important 
your children stay in 
class for as much of the 
academics as they can. 

Fresh air and exercise are proven to 
aid in the physical and educational 
growth of children. 

Students go out for recess during the 
lunch hour, as well as in the after-
noon.  It is important that children wear suffi-
cient clothing, as well as shoes, as they are 
expected to go outdoors each recess.    

Generally, if your child is well enough to 
come to school, he/she is expected to 
go outside. 

Students will remain inside if the weath-
er is inclement.  Many factors are used 
to determine outdoor recess, some of 
which are temperature, wind chill factor 
(below 10 degrees), and playground 
conditions. 

Parent Sign In/Out Sheet 
In accordance with school policy, every-

one MUST show picture ID at the front 

main entrance upon arrival.  Be prepared 

to show your ID again, once you reach 

the main office.  Thank you for your patience. 

Visitor badges are provided in the office.  All 
visitors MUST wear a badge when entering 
the school.  We appreciate your coopera-
tion in this matter. 
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The building will be open for students to enter 
at 8:15 AM and class begins at 8:25 AM.  Kin-
dergarten through 2nd grade students will line 
up and enter the building at 8:15 AM through 
Door #8.  Arrival at Door #8 will begin at 8:15 
AM until 8:25 AM. Staff members will be super-
vising the doors for students as they enter. 
Door #8 leads directly to the lower elementary 
classrooms.  3rd through 6th grade students 
will line up and enter through the front door. 
Staff will be assisting students through the lob-
by and the main entrance.  All parents who 
would like to enter the main building will follow 
the identification process through the main 
doors and through the office to obtain a visitor 
badge.  Late arrival begins after 8:25 AM. If 
your child will arrive to school late, call our at-
tendance line (586) 797-5699, which is availa-
ble 24/7, to report a late arrival. Students that 
arrive late will enter through the main doors 
and check in through the office. 

Messenger  

Background Check for Volunteers 
 As part of its continuing effort to maintain 

the health, safety, and welfare of students, 

UCS requires all volunteers to fill out a criminal 

background check. 

If you or any family member plan on attending 
any field trips or class parties, the criminal 
background check must be completed and on 
file in our office.  You only need to do this 

once while your children are here at 
Messmore. Administration of Medication  

 Students sometimes need to 

take medication.  Parents should ad-

minister medication to their children at 

home.  In the event that is not possi-

ble, the school may administer either 

prescription or non-prescription medi-

cine –  

but only when authorized by the student’s 
parent/guardian and the child’s physician.  
Requests must be made by completing an 
Authorization for Medication form, available 
from the school office.  The form must be 
signed by the child’s physician. 

Entrance Procedures 
Pre-school and Kindergarten pick up will be 
at the front entrance. 1st and 2nd grade 
students will dismiss out their classroom 
doors.  3rd through 6th grade students will 
exit the building from Door #8. Students will 
not be allowed to re-enter the building after 
dismissal without permission. At 3:30 PM, 
students who do not yet have their ride will 
come back into the building with a staff 
member.  If a parent would like to enter the 
main building during dismissal they are to 
follow the identification process at the main 
door and check in through the office. 

Exit Procedures 
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Breakfast is Served!   
 A healthy, nutritious breakfast is a critical 
ingredient to the success of our students.  
Healthy choices include cereal, whole-grain 
breakfast bars, yogurt, fruit, and milk. 

Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria 
prior to the start of the school day. 

2018-2019 School Meal Prices 

Elementary, Lunch  $2.75 

Junior High, Lunch  $2.90 

High School, Lunch  $2.95 

All Grades, Breakfast $1.75 

Food in the Classroom 
  Students are permitted to have a light, 

healthy snack during the school day.  Due to 
the rise of food sensitivity issues, it is im-
portant that all food follow classroom guide-
lines.  Please take the following under con-
sideration:  

 

 **Many students have food allergies. 

 **Many classrooms are “peanut/tree nut 
safe.” 

 **Many students are on restrictive diets (i.e. 
gluten-free, diabetic, vegan/
vegetarian). 

 

Cross contamination is the 
number one risk factor for expo-
sure after ingestion. 

If you choose to honor your child’s birth-
day at school, we ask that you not pro-
vide treats.  In lieu of treats, you could 
also consider: 

    * A class book or game in your child’s 
name may be donated. 

    *A small gift bag of non-edibles (i.e. 
pencils, trinkets…) may be distributed.  

    *If a parent has the “special day” off of 
work, you may take your child to lunch or 
join your child for lunch in the cafeteria (if 
you have sensitive ears!). 

   Thank you for your understanding and 
support.  As a team, we will keep all stu-
dents in a safe, comfortable learning en-
vironment. 

Breakfast will be served EVERY DAY from 7:45 AM to 8:20 AM. 
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Student Absences 

For your convenience, all 
homework will be sent to 
the office and be ready for 
pick up at the end of the 

2018-2019 MMA Board Members 

For the 2018-2019 school year, the new 

MMA Board Members are: 

 Messenger  

We are always looking for help during our lunchtime! If you would like to assist us starting in Sep-

tember, please let Ms. Pratt in the office know. One hour is all that is needed---from 11:20 AM to 

12:20 PM. Duties will be supervising children on the playground and/or in the lunchroom. This is a 

paid OR volunteer position, whichever you prefer. Get a head start on being paid by visiting 

www.edustaff.org. 

Homework 
Parents may request homework for students 
who are absent for more than one (1) day.  
Please contact the office no later than 10:00 
AM in order to allow teachers adequate time 
during their day to gather homework for your 
student. 

Messmore Montessori Association 
President Laura Bednarsh 

Vice President Erica Khami 

Secretary Amanda Hijazi 

Lunchroom & Playground Supervisors Needed!!  

It is very important to call the Attendance Line as soon as you know your child will not be at-

tending school for the day.  If you would like to call or email the teacher as well, you are more 

than welcome to do so.  However, the teachers may not have the time during the busy morning 

hours to check their emails and mark the attendance accordingly.  If you do decide to email the 

teacher, please make sure you include Ms. Pratt or Mrs. Szadek on the email to ensure proper 

attendance reporting. 

http://www.edustaff.org
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Parking Lot Success 

Our parking lot can get congested dur-
ing peak times (8:15 AM and 3:15 
PM).  Please model patient behaviors.   

     Keep the flow of traffic moving 
slowly and safely.  Do not exit your car 
in the drop-off lane.  Once your car is 
safely loaded/unloaded, immediately 
exit the drop-off lane so the line may 
move up. The drop off zone is de-
signed to be used by students who are 
old enough to unbuckle themselves 
and open the car door on their own.  
The driver should not have to get out 
from behind the wheel. 

     Pedestrians must use the appropri-
ate crosswalks based on where the 
car is parked.  This is for everyone’s 
safety, as well as allowing traffic to 
continue moving smoothly. 

     The principal monitors all who enter 
the school, but if you choose to super-
vise your child entering the school, 
please park and walk them to the ap-
propriate entrance. 

     Do not create your own parking 
space or drop off zone; this contrib-
utes to further traffic congestion and 
frustration. 

     Work out a consistent location with 
your student for pick up.  If you meet 
in the subdivision, please be consider-
ate and not block the driveways of our 
neighbors. 

    Encourage your student(s) to exit 
the building with everything they need 
in a timely manner.  The building is ac-
cessible until 6:00 PM to return for for-
gotten items needed for work at home.  
It may be difficult to get a custodian’s 
attention later to open doors.  

Traffic Pattern Flow 

Pedestrian Traffic Flow 

Messenger  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 

5th/6th 

Grade Camp 

Tamarack 

Field Trip 

2 3 

Picture 

Day! 

4 5 6 

7 8 

 

9 

Bagel Sale 

$1 Each! 

10 11 12 

T-shirt 

Orders 

Due 

13 

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

MMA 

Meeting 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

Bagel Sale      

$1 Each 

Trunk N Treat 

6-9pm 

27 

28 

 

 

 

29 30 31 

Half Day of 

School 

(Dismissal  

at 11:29am) 

  
 

October 2018 

A Look Ahead:   Nov 6 Election Day (No School)  Nov 21   Thanksgiving Break Begins (No School) 

         Nov 13 Parent/Teacher Conferences  Nov 26   Classes Resume 

         Nov 14 MMA Meeting 

         Nov 15 Half Day of School 

    (Parent/Teacher Conferences) 
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Safety, technology and infrastructure improvements highlight Nov. 6 Bond Proposal 

The Utica Community Schools Board of Education has unanimously (7-0) approved placing a $155 million bond proposal 
on the November 6 ballot to address safety and security, technology and infrastructure improvements identified through the 
district’s strategic, long-range facility improvement program. 

“The bond proposal will allow us to continue providing an environment that supports the academic excellence for students 
that our community expects and deserves,” Board of Education president Gene Klida said. “The bond projects address 
safety and security and infrastructure priorities that directly impact our classrooms. The projects also provide our teachers 
the tools they need to drive learning and develop the job skills that businesses need to build our economy.” 

Voter approval of the bond proposal has been structured to keep the tax rate at or below the current level. 

The bond proposal will affect each UCS student and every UCS school and school facility. 

The ballot proposal states that that the bond proposal will provide for: 

1. making safety and security improvements, including cameras and door-locking systems; 

2. equipping, furnishing, re-equipping and refurnishing school district buildings, facilities, and structures, and acquiring 
school buses and technology equipment; 

3. constructing additions to and/or remodeling school district buildings; and 

4. improving and developing sites, including playgrounds, athletic fields, facilities, and structures in the school district. 

“Safe and secure schools are a top priority for our community and our district,” Superintendent Dr. Christine Johns said. 
“The improvements in this bond proposal are a key piece to our collaborative efforts with local law enforcement to continue 
to keep our schools safe places for students and staff.” 

Technology improvements provide students and teachers the resources to support learning, including key areas of Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) and the integration of skills that ensure success in college and career. 

The infrastructure projects also support the district’s long-range improvement programs in key areas of roofing, paving and 
the replacement of buses. 

Board of Education Treasurer Dr. Robert Ross emphasized that voter approval of the bond proposal has been structured to 
not increase the current tax rate. 

“Through solid fiscal planning, this bond issue has been designed to ensure we can address our facility priorities at or be-
low our current millage level,” Dr. Ross said. 

Dr. Ross added that the improvements will allow the district to extend the life of current school buildings and protect the in-
vestment the community has made in its facilities. 

“Area realtors are clear that the strength of Utica Community Schools protects property values and draws new families and 
businesses to the communities we serve,” he said. 

Dr. Ross noted that by law the bond revenue will be used only for capital improvements and may be not used for operating 
expenses, such as salaries or utilities. 

“It is important that our taxpayers know that all revenue must be used for the purposes that are specified in the bond pro-
posal and the expenditures are independently audited,” he said. 

More information and an overview of projects are available on the district’s website at http://www.uticak12.org/2018bond. 
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